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ACTIVITY TIMELINE FOR TRANSITION FROM 
GRADE 8 TO GRADE 9 

2015-2016 
MONTH ACTIVITY 

February 18, 2016     CHS Showcase 
February 10, 2016   AHS Showcase 
February 1, 2016 SOC Permit deadline 
February 1, 2016 Interdistrict Permits Deadline  
February/March High School Administrators visit with 

Middle School PFC’s 
March An Introduction to High School A 

Comprehensive Resource to Assist with the 
Transition From Grade 8 to Grade 9 
available to parents of 8th grade 
students/parents  

March 7, 2016 CHS to AEW 
                     AHS to AEW 
March 8, 2016       CHS to ACS 

High School Counselors visit with 8th grade 
students 

March 9, 2016       AHS to LCMS First visit by High School Counselors with 
8th grade students 

March 16, 2016 Parent Drop-In – CHS Lecture Hall 
March 16, 2016 High school admin & counselor to 

Mariposa 
March 17, 2016 Parent Drop-In – AHS Library 
March 18, 2016 Forms due to AEW 

Forms due to LCMS 
March 18, 2016 CHS to ACS 
March 22, 2016     AHS to LCMS                                
March 23, 2016     CHS to AEW 
                           AHS to AEW                              

Second visit by High School Counselors 
with 8th grade students 
ACS students to bring forms to CHS 
counselors. 

April 13, 2016 High school admin & counselor to 
Mariposa – 2nd  visit 

May 10, 2016 8th grade students visit AHS and CHS 
August Link Crew (AHS) 

Coyote Connect (CHS) 
August 24, 2016 First day of school Fall 2016, altered bell schedule 

at High Schools to welcome Freshman 
       Ed Svcs/ka 2/9/16 
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8TH GRADE TRANSITION 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
LAS VIRGENES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
ACADEMICS 
Where can I find useful information regarding the LVUSD high schools? 
The High School Course Catalog is a valuable resource with course descriptions and an 
Educational Planning Guide.  It is updated annually and available online at lvusd.org in the 
general information section. Additional useful information is available at 
www.agourahighschool.net and www.calabasashigh.cnet . 
 
What is a typical freshman schedule? 
English, math, social studies/health, physical education, and two electives in world language, 
science, fine art or practical art. 
 
How do I decide which are the right electives for my child? 
There is no one "right" choice.  Consider your child's skills, maturity, integrity, and 
motivation.  In many cases taking five solids is not appropriate. 
 
How do I communicate a request for a change after I have turned in my child's course 
selection sheet in March? 
Please go to your middle school Counseling Office to request a program change form. 
 
What are the benefits vs. drawbacks of going to summer school? 
Students must meet the 230-credit graduation requirement.  Summer school provides an 
opportunity for students to repeat classes where they earned a "D" or "F" grade, to advance in 
certain subject areas and to create a space in their schedule to take an elective.  Unfortunately 
we are unable to offer a free District summer school program this year.  More information is 
found on page 57 of this booklet.   Summer School moves at an extremely fast pace and 
covers an entire year of material in six weeks.  Students who struggle at a regular class 
pace or who require extra time to complete tasks are well advised to not attend.   

 
What is the daily bell schedule? 
The bell schedules for each high school are located on the Agoura High School and 
Calabasas High School websites. 
 
How much homework should be expected each night? 
Individual courses will require different amounts of homework depending on the material 
covered.  Homework information is presented in the Course Catalog.  The class syllabus, 
handed out on the first day of school, contains homework information.  It is important that 
students do their work on a daily basis.  Homework involves a variety of activities that 
cannot be completed at school.  These activities are ongoing and need to be accomplished 
daily (Mondays – Fridays and weekends as needed).  Many courses require at least one hour 
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of homework each night.  Honors courses may require two hours per course.  Homework 
activities include: organizing and completing assignments, preview and review work, 
memorizing and drill work, writing papers, research, making study notes, and long term 
assignments. 
 
Should my child take Integrated Physical Science? 
IPS is a college prep course and is recognized as a primary physical lab science by most Cal 
State campuses, Arizona State University and the University of Arizona, as well as other 
schools.  The course is also recognized as a college prep elective for UC’s.  Students who take 
the prerequisite Algebra I P (either prior to or concurrently) and take IPS are more successful 
in classes such as Chemistry and Physics. 
  
How do you choose between Honors and CP Biology? 
In general, High School Science courses are much more rigorous than middle school courses.  
Middle School Science teachers make recommendations about placement based on how your 
son/daughter performed in their 8th grade science class.  Honors Biology requires a high level 
of competency in math, reading, and writing skills.  The Honors Biology textbook is a 
college level textbook. 
 
If a child is recommended for Honors Biology when should it be taken? 
The class may be taken at either the 9th or 10th grade levels. The student’s level of 
competency in the areas of math, reading, and writing should be the determining factor as to 
when the class is taken. 
 
Should a ninth grader take the PSAT? 
The PSAT Reasoning is primarily a test for juniors.  Taking the test as a junior accomplishes 
two things.  It provides preparation for the SAT taken later that year, and it is the only time a 
student may qualify for a National Merit Scholarship.  The PSAT test is given once a year in 
October. 
 
Information about the test date and sign-up procedure is provided on the daily 
announcements and in weekly written bulletins at both high schools.  Ninth or tenth graders 
in honors or advanced math courses may want to consider taking the PSAT. 
 
How do students know when their PSAT, SAT Reasoning Test, SAT Subject Tests, and 
ACT are offered?  How do they sign up for these tests? 
Each year, the testing companies publish new dates.  The website for the SAT Reasoning 
www.collegeboard.org ; the website for the ACT is www.actstudent.org.  SAT and ACT 
registration information and test dates are also available in the College and Career Center and 
on the individual school’s website.  Counselors can explain the SAT Reasoning Test, the 
SAT Subject Tests, the ACT and AP tests. 
. 
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What classes are needed each year to fulfill college entrance requirements? 
Course requirements for the CSU and UC systems are clearly defined in the Course Catalog.  
Information about out-of-state, private universities, and community colleges is available in 
the College and Career Center and on Naviance.  Counselors discuss these requirements with 
each student during the yearly course selection process and are available during the Student 
Support Period to answer questions. 
 
What courses fulfill the fine art/practical art/world language requirement?  What courses 
fulfill the visual/performing art requirement for the California State and University of 
California systems?? 
The course lists found in the Course Catalog specifically identify the courses that meet the 
fine art, practical art and world language requirements for a Las Virgenes Unified School 
District high school diploma and the visual and performing art requirement for entrance to 
both the California State University and the University of California systems.  Information 
concerning this requirement for out-of-state and private colleges may be obtained in the 
College and Career Center and on Naviance.  These courses may be taken anytime during 9th 
through 12th grade. 
 
What is the difference between Advanced Placement, Honors, and College Prep classes?  
How can we decide which to take? 
Students must be recommended for AP and Honors classes. * Prerequisites are listed in the 
Course Catalog.  AP and Honors often require more reading and have more writing 
assignments than college prep classes.  Some Honors/Advanced Placement classes require 
additional summer reading assignments.  When considering an AP or Honors class option, 
the student must consider his/her total program and keep in mind the amount of homework 
expected and the amount of time needed for extra-curricular activities. 
 
* For students who do not meet the requirements for placement in Honors or Advanced 
Placement classes, the District has a waiver policy that describes the procedures that must be 
followed to determine if the waiver would be approved or denied.  Waiver information is 
available in the Counseling Office during the month of May each year.  
 
How do you tell if an elective or any course is a college prep course? 
College prep courses have the letters “P”, “HP”, or “AP” after their titles in the Course 
Description and Educational Planning Guide.  
 
What outside courses count towards high school graduation requirements?  (i.e., Sign 
Language at Pierce, Hebrew High, summer school courses at a WASC accredited school) 
How about UCLA or Moorpark summer courses? 
The principal or designee must approve enrollment in any/every outside course in advance.  
At that time, a determination will be made about high school credit.  Permission forms are 
available in the Counseling office. The outside academic agency must be WASC accredited 
for any credits to transfer. 
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How do I get an appointment to see a High School Counselor? 
If your son/daughter is still in Middle School, you can speak to your Middle School 
Counselor regarding questions you have about high school.  If your middle school counselor 
does not know the answer, you will have several opportunities to attend “drop in” counseling 
sessions at each high school prior to the end of 8th grade.  Once your son/daughter is 
attending high school, they may see their counselor without an appointment during Student 
Support Period, nutrition or lunch. They may also fill out a “Request to See Counselor” form 
available in the Counseling Office, call, email, and speak to, or leave a message for their 
counselor.   
 

What is the difference between High School graduation and College admission 
requirements? 
High School graduation requirements are listed in the LVUSD course catalog.  Students are 
responsible for earning 230 credits in specific areas of the curriculum.  Colleges vary in the 
minimum recommended requirements for admittance.  It is advisable to check the individual 
college admissions websites to see what these are, preferably early in your student’s high 
school career. 
 

What should students do to meet the academic expectations of High School? 
 
• Attend class every day 
• Bring all needed materials to class 
• Complete and turn in all assignments 

on time 
• Take good notes in class 
• Increase keyboarding skills 
 
 

 
• Review all pertinent materials to 

prepare for special projects or tests 
• Read more than textbooks to expand 

their vocabulary 
• Apply knowledge to new situations 
• Increase their library skills 
 

What are the paramaters for class placement for incoming 9th graders related to 
Honors class placement? 
 

1. A student with a A, B+, B, or B- in both semesters of an 8th grade Honors class 
may automatically enroll in a 9th grade Honors class for that subject. 

2. A student with a grade of C or below in one or both semesters of an 8th grade 
Honors class or 8th grade non Honors class, may submit a waiver request for site 
review.  Teacher input will be obtained when the waiver is reviewed.  

3. A student in a non-Honors class, who has an A, may enter a 9th grade Honors 
class with 8th grade teacher recommendation. 

A student with a B+ or below in a non-Honors 8th grade class, who wants to take an 
Honors 9th grade class, may submit a waiver request for site review.  Teacher input will 
be obtained when the waiver is reviewed. 
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For further information on Common Core State Standards go to the Las Virgenes Unified 
School District website www.lvusd.org and click on the Common Core tab at the top of the 
homepage. 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Does a student need a note if he/she shows up late for school? 
The first half hour is handled by a teacher as an unexcused tardy.  After the first half 
hour, it is counted as an absence and a phone call within 24 hours is required to the 
attendance office. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  If a student is absent, a phone call to the attendance office MUST be 
received within 72 hours of the absence to be excused. 
 
What are the disciplinary consequences for unexcused absences and tardies? 
Due to the different bell schedules (AHS full block schedule and CHS modified block 
schedule) there are differentiated disciplinary consequences as noted below: 
 
AHS 
The first unexcused absence or truant will result in the issuance of disciplinary hours.  
The second unexcused absence or truant will result in disciplinary hours and a phone call 
to a parent.  The third unexcused absence or truant may result in a drop/fail. 
 
Three tardies will result in a warning.  Four tardies is a Saturday Work Program and a 
phone call to a parent.  Five tardies is a warning and six tardies may result in a 
drop/fail. 
 
CHS 
The second unexcused absence or truant will result in the issuance of disciplinary hours.  
The third unexcused absence or truant will result in disciplinary hours and a phone call to 
a parent.  The fifth unexcused absence or truant may result in a drop/fail. 
 
Three tardies will result in a warning.  The fifth and seventh tardies will result in a 
Saturday Work Program and a phone call to a parent.  The tenth tardy may result in a 
drop/fail. 
 
What if a student has to miss several days/weeks of school because of surgery, etc?  Are 
there procedures?  Who do we notify?  What about homework and tests?? 
Always notify the Attendance Office and Counseling Office of any extended absence.  
Short Term (3-5 consecutive days) – go on-line to the high school website and click on 
the teacher’s site where their homework assignments are posted.  Long term (over 5 
consecutive days) – requires a doctor’s note upon return.  Students with injuries requiring 
casts and crutches must complete a permission slip authorizing them to attend class with 
the disability.  A doctor’s note will be required.  Longer term (after 10 days of absence) – 
request that the student be placed on Home Teaching.  You will need a letter from the 
doctor and the parent to the Attendance Office requesting the program for an illness.  
Consult the District make-up policy for missed work in the Course Catalog. 
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Students are not to leave campus without signing out.  This means a call from the Health 
Office or Attendance Office to the parent for permission for the student to leave.  A 
checkout slip will be issued. 
 
Any absence other than illness or a doctor/dentist appointment requires notification to the 
attendance office ahead of time. 
 
Any time a student is going on a trip, a note to the Attendance Office with the student’s 
name, dates of absence, and the reason for the absence should be given two weeks in 
advance.  Do not give the note to a teacher. 
 
How does a student take medicine at school? 
All medication must be dispensed from the Health Office.  Doctor and parent permission 
slips must be on file.  Parents/Guardians are required to provide the medications. 
 
What do I do when returning from an absence? 
Go to class.  Attend Student support Period.  When returning from a partial day absence, 
please sign in at the Attendance Office.  Remember a phone call from a parent and a 
doctor/dentist verification is required for an excused absence. 
 
What do I need to do if my child needs to be excused from physical education? 
PE excuses are issued from the Health Office.  Short-term (1-2 days) excuses require a 
parent note; Long-term excuses (more than 2 days) require a doctor's note stating the 
nature and duration of the disability. 
 

ACTIVITIES 
How does a student join clubs on campus? 
Both AHS and CHS promote and host Club Rush activities.  At Rush, each club sets up a 
table where club members distribute information, answer questions, and sign up students.  
However, students may sign up for clubs and most organizations at any time during the 
year.  Students should listen to the daily announcements, go to the individual club 
advisor, or go to the Activities Office for more information.  There are many clubs 
available.   A complete listing is provided later in this publication on each high school’s 
website. 
 
What is an ASB card? 
The purchase of an ASB card entitles the student to free entry at home athletic games and 
other school activities, discount prices at dances, and a discounted purchase price for the 
yearbook.  This provides a savings of over $100 if used throughout the year.  The ASB 
card is a sticker placed on the student’s ID card.  All students are required to have their 
ID card with them at all times on campus and at all activities. 
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Is it true that if a student is elected as a freshman officer in the fall that his/her 
schedule changes because he/she has to take a leadership class?  How does this whole 
process work? 
Freshman officers must take a leadership class (ASB) like other class officers, and 
because they are not elected until students from middle schools arrive on campus, their 
schedules must change to accommodate the new class.  Each newly elected officer will 
meet with a counselor to arrange a schedule change. 
 
How do parents receive information? 
Most information at the high school level is located on the websites (AHS -
www.agourahighschool.net) (CHS – www.calabasashigh.net ).  Every LVUSD family 
receives an aeries access code upon entering the district.  That access follows the student 
while at an LVUSD school. Parents and students may log on to view assignments as well 
as grades. 
 
Sign up to receive the e-newsletter on the high school website. 
 
What are the dances and who can attend? 
Fall – Homecoming – All grade levels are welcome – Dress is semi-formal 
Winter – Vice Versa (girls ask guys) All grade levels are welcome – Dress is semi-
formal 
Spring – Senior Prom – Dress is formal (for seniors and their date/guest only) 
 
NOTE: Limos are NOT encouraged.  Pictures packages cost extra.  Guest passes are 
required for students not enrolled at the sponsoring school. 
 

 
ATHLETICS 
When and how does a student sign up for a sport? 
The High School Athletic Director will visit the middle schools in the early spring of the 
8th grade.  At that time, the 8th graders will have the opportunity to complete cards stating 
their interest in sports at the high school.  The cards generate contact of the students by 
all of the coaches.  Most coaches will run a recommended summer program.  During the 
school year, students should listen to the daily announcements and read the printed 
bulletins for notice of meetings and try out dates. 
 
What sports are available to freshmen? 
Cross Country, Boys/Girls 
Football, Boys 
Basketball, Boys/Girls 
Soccer, Boys/Girls 

Baseball, Boys 
Softball, Girls 
Swimming and Diving, Boys/Girls 
Track and Field, Boys/Girls 

Wrestling, Boys/Girls 
Water Polo, Boys/Girls 
Tennis, Boys/Girls 
Golf, Boys/Girls 

Athletic Trainer, Boys/Girls 
Cheer, Boys/Girls  
Pep Squad, Boys/Girls (CHS AHS) 
Song leader, Boys/Girls 
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How many hours a week will a team sport require? 
Games are generally twice a week with practice every day.  Time commitments vary, but 
practice and/or games usually last about two hours. 
 
Are classes missed when a student plays an away game?  If so, what about make-up 
work? 
Depending on the sport, some class time will be missed.  Athletes must get make-up 
work from their instructors and stay current with their classes.  Student Support Period 
attendance is recommended. 
 
Does a student need a minimum GPA to play sports? 
All in-coming 9th grade students are automatically eligible for the first quarter.  After 
that, they must maintain a 2.0 GPA with no more than one "F" to remain in the program.

If you are on a sports team, what do you do in the off-season? 
Some students participate in more than one sport, providing they are in different seasons.  
Other students choose to participate in one sport, and remain in conditioning during off-
season. 
 
What is “Sports PE?” 
Before an athlete can be placed in Sports PE he/she must receive approval from the PE 
Department Chairperson and their coach.  Sports PE fulfills the graduation requirement 
and can be used toward the four (4) semesters of physical education. 
 
AHS 
There is a 5th period Sports PE for 9th graders and a 6th period varsity/ junior varsity sport 
specific PE class for most sports.   
 
CHS 
There is a 6th period Athletic PE class for 9th graders if they qualify for a sports team. 
 
What is the cost to participate in a sport? 
There is a participation donation, which pays mostly for transportation.  Purchase of an 
ASB card is also required.  Some sports have additional uniform, shoe, or equipment 
expenses.  Check with the individual coaches for more information. 
 
Can you play sports for 4 years and still fit in all of your requirements for graduation? 
Yes, although in a situation such as this, it would be a good idea to attend Summer 
School if there are classes you wish to take during the school year that did not fit because 
of a sixth period sport. 
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High School Service Learning Requirements 

All students will be expected to complete 60 hours of service learning as a minimum requirement 
for graduation.  Students will be expected to complete 15 hours each academic year. 
   Freshmen:  15 hours 
   Sophomores:  15 hours 
   Juniors:   15 hours 
   Seniors:  15 hours 
   Total for Graduation 60 hours 
   
The types of service that are acceptable are with non-profit agencies or a non-profit activity.  Some 
examples are: 

• The Red Cross, Boys and Girls Club, Police PAL sites, YMCA, Special Olympics and 
Habitat for Humanity are the types of local agencies to consider. 

• Animal control, libraries, nature centers, litter abatement, museums, shelters, and local 
agencies with youth programs. 

• Schools need help with tutoring/mentoring and with recreation programs throughout the 
year. 

• All volunteer sports groups such as, AYSO, LBYSO, and Pop Warner are acceptable. 
(Camps where students pay to attend are not acceptable). 

• Examples of other non-profit activities are participating in walk-a-thons, beach, wetlands 
and park clean-ups.  Neighborhood clean up and elderly assistance days. 

• Helping a church feed/clothe/shelter those in need is okay.  Teaching about your religion 
to others is NOT acceptable. 

 
You may not volunteer at a for profit business.  You are not to provide free labor for an office, 
grocery, medical office or department store, child-care agency or daycare center.   “Not getting 
paid,” does not make it non-profit. 
Your high school will only accept volunteer hours you perform that begin with the day after 
your 8th grade graduation date. 
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SPECIAL	PROGRAM	

	
	
	
AGOURA	HIGH	SCHOOL	–	AN	IB	WORLD	SCHOOL	
	

Introduction	to	the	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	Diploma	Program:	
The	IB	Diploma	Program	is	an	internationally	recognized	college	preparatory	
curriculum,	which	prepares	students	to	enter	college	with	the	skills	they	need	to	
succeed	in	order	to	be	life-long	learners.	It	is	a	challenging	two-year	curriculum	for	
students	in	11th	and	12th	grade,	which	leads	to	a	qualification	(the	IB	Diploma)	that	is	
widely	recognized	by	the	world’s	leading	universities.	
	
The	Diploma	Program	prepares	students	for	the	university	level	and	life	through	
encouraging	them	to:	
	 §	ask	challenging	questions	
	 §	learn	how	to	learn	
	 §	develop	a	strong	sense	of	their	own	identity	and	culture	
	 §	develop	the	ability	to	communicate	with	and	understand	people	from	other	
countries	and	cultures	
	
In	order	to	be	awarded	the	IB	Diploma,	students	are	required	to	successfully	
complete:	
§	Six	Core	Academic	Subjects	
	 s	Language	A1	(Language	Arts)	
	 s	Language	B	(World	Language)	
	 s	Individuals	and	Societies	
	 s	Experimental	Science	
	 s	Mathematics	
	 s	Arts	
§	Extended	Essay:	a	4,000-word	essay,	supported	by	original	research	on	a	subject	
in	the	student’s	area	of	interest	
§	Creativity	Action	Service	(CAS):	a	service	which	encourages	students	to	be	
involved	in	artistic	pursuits,	sports,	and	community	service,	thus	fostering	students’	
awareness	and	appreciation	of	life	outside	the	academic	arena	
§	Theory	of	Knowledge	(ToK):	an	interdisciplinary	course	designed	to	provide	
coherence	by	exploring	the	nature	of	knowledge	across	disciplines,	encouraging	an	
appreciation	of	other	cultural	perspectives	
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The	IBO	Mission	Statement	
"The	International	Baccalaureate	aims	to	develop	inquiring,	knowledgeable	and	
caring	young	people	who	help	to	create	a	better	and	more	peaceful	world	through	
intercultural	understanding	and	respect.	
	
To	this	end	the	organization	works	with	schools,	governments	and	international	
organizations	to	develop	challenging	programmes	of	international	education	and	
rigorous	assessment.	
	
These	programmes	encourage	students	across	the	world	to	become	active,	
compassionate	and	lifelong	learners	who	understand	that	other	people,	with	their	
differences,	can	also	be	right."	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Why	IB?	

• It	increases	academic	opportunity	
• IB	students	care	about	more	than	just	results	
• It	encourages	you	to	become	a	confident	and	independent	learner	
• IB	encourages	critical	thinking	
• IB	graduates	are	globally	minded	
• It	is	an	international	qualification	
• DP	students	have	proven	time	management	skills	
• It	assesses	more	than	exam	techniques	
• Subjects	are	not	taught	in	isolation	
• It	encourages	breadth	and	depth	of	learning	

	
Frequently	Asked	Questions:	
What	does	it	mean	to	be	an	IB	Diploma	Program	candidate	at	Agoura	High	
School?	
IB	students	complete	an	interdisciplinary	educational	program,	which	emphasizes	
both	breadth	and	depth	of	knowledge.		IB	DP	students	complete	six	classes	across	
different	subject	groups	over	their	junior	&	senior	year.		In	addition,	they	complete	
DP	core	requirements:	Creativity,	Action,	&	Service	hours,	an	Extended	Essay,	and	an	
interdisciplinary	Theory	of	Knowledge	course	~	these	are	the	flagship	elements	of	
the	IB	Program	that	make	it	philosophically	unique	and	truly	an	interdisciplinary	
educational	program.	
	
What	makes	the	IB	Diploma	Program	unique?	
IB	classes	encourage	students	to	ask	challenging	questions,	be	creative,	reflect	
critically,	develop	research	skills,	and	learn	how	to	learn.		The	Diploma	Program	
places	the	student	at	the	center	of	the	learning	experience	with	a	focus	on	academic,	
social,	physical	and	emotional	education.	
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How	are	students	assessed?	
Students	complete	assessments	for	their	IB	courses	and	can	potentially	earn	an	IB	
Diploma	in	addition	to	their	high	school	diploma,	which	is	highly	recognized	by	
US/World	universities.		At	the	end	of	the	two-year	program,	students	are	assessed	
both	internally	and	externally	in	ways	that	measure	individual	performance	against	
stated	objectives	for	each	subject.	In	nearly	all	subjects	at	least	some	of	the	
assessment	is	carried	out	internally	by	teachers,	who	mark	individual	pieces	of	work	
produced	as	part	of	a	course	of	study.	Examples	include	oral	exercises	in	language	
subjects,	projects,	student	portfolios,	class	presentations,	practical	laboratory	work,	
mathematical	investigations	and	artistic	performances.	Some	assessment	tasks	are	
conducted	and	overseen	by	teachers	without	the	restrictions	of	examination	
conditions,	but	are	then	marked	externally	by	examiners.	Because	of	the	greater	
degree	of	objectivity	and	reliability	provided	by	the	standard	examination	
environment,	externally	marked	examinations	form	the	greatest	share	of	the	
assessment	for	each	subject.	The	grading	system	is	criterion	based	(results	are	
determined	by	performance	against	set	standards,	not	by	each	student’s	position	in	
the	overall	rank	order).	
	
Do	universities	recognize	the	IB	Diploma?	
Universities	around	the	world	welcome	the	unique	characteristics	of	IB	Diploma	
Program	students	and	recognize	the	way	in	which	the	program	helps	to	prepare	
students	for	university	level	education.	IB	students	routinely	gain	admission	to	some	
of	the	best-known	universities	in	the	world.	Most	of	these	institutions	have	
established	recognition	policies	for	the	IB	diploma.	Parents	and	students	are	
encouraged	to	research	the	specific	policies	of	particular	universities.	
	
What	should	students	do	in	9th	and	10th	grade	to	prepare	for	the	IB	Diploma	
Program?	
Students	who	are	interested	in	pursuing	the	IB	Program	in	11th	grade	are	highly	
encouraged	to	take	Pre-IB	classes	in	9th	and	10th	grade	to	develop	the	skills	necessary	
to	prepare	them	for	the	rigor	of	the	program.	
	
Where	can	I	find	out	more	information?	
Visit	www.ibo.org	for	more	information	on	the	IBO	(history,	university	recognition	
policies,	etc.).	For	more	information	on	the	Agoura	High	School	IB	Diploma	Program	
visit	www.agourahighschoolib.com	or	contact	Carrie	McClellan,	IB	Coordinator	at	
cmcclellan@lvusd.org		or	818.889.1262	x	475.	
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COUNSELING SERVICES 
The services listed are only a sampling of the many counseling and guidance services that are 
provided for your student. 
 

Services provided to all students in grades 9-12… 
• Counselors meet with students to define a four-year academic/career planning guide that is 

aligned to the LVUSD graduation requirements and post-secondary options. 
 
• Informational meeting conducted by the counselors or College and Career clerk regarding 

graduation requirements and college admissions/post-secondary options. 
 
• Students are encouraged to visit with college representatives when they are on campus. 
 Visits are posted on Naviance. 
 
• Group informational meetings with junior parents regarding graduation requirements, college 

admissions, and other post-secondary options will be provided. 
 

Specific services for the 9th and 10th grades… 
• Informational parent meeting to introduce 9th grade families to the high school. 
 
• Four-year academic/career planning guide to be filled out and discussed (see page 53). 
 

Specific services for the 11th grade… 
• Inform students about college admissions, PSAT, SAT’s, ACT, and AP’s. 
   
• Encourage students to attend College Knowledge Night, Financial Aid Night, Workshop for 

College Bound Athletes, and visit with college representatives when they are on campus. 
 
• Group informational meetings with junior parents regarding graduation requirements, college 

admissions, and other post-secondary options will be provided. 
 
• Students are encouraged to begin visiting prospective colleges. 
 

Specific services for the 12th grade… 
 
• Seniors meet one-on-one with their counselor to discuss progress towards graduation and post-

secondary options covering the completion of their four-year academic/career planning guide. 
 
• Informational meetings with seniors regarding graduation requirements, college admissions, 

and other post-secondary options will be provided. 
 
• Through the College and Career Center, inform students about scholarship and grant 

availability. 
 
• GRADUATE SENIORS!  
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FRESHMAN PLANNING CALENDAR 

 

q  A list of approved classes meeting the LVUSD graduation requirements and four-
year college/university, community, or technical colleges is available online in the 
course catalog.   

 

q  See your counselor and begin your four-year academic/career planning guide.  
(This planning guide is on page 53 and is a work in progress and will be modified 
as needed.) 

 

q  Make sure your fall and spring schedules of classes include 
graduation/career/college/major admission requirements. 

 

q  Set your goals for success in your classes (grades) and personal life. 
 

q  Get involved in extracurricular activities, sports, clubs, and/or volunteer work. 
 

q  Visit the College and Career Center and begin investigating college and career 
resources. 

 

q  Talk with your parents about your interests after high school. 
 

q  Meet with your counselor in the spring to plan which classes you will take during 
your sophomore year. 

 

q  Attend Student Support Period. 
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SOPHOMORE PLANNING CALENDAR 
 

q  See your counselor and review and modify your four-year academic/career 
planning guide if needed.  (This planning guide (page 53) is a work in progress and 
will be modified as needed.) 

 

q  Make sure your fall and spring schedules of classes include LVUSD graduation 
requirements and career/college/major admission requirements. 

 

q  Explore careers by interviewing adults in occupations of interest. 
 

q  Take the career interest inventory on Naviance. 
 

q  Visit college campuses. 
 

q  Focus on your academic work and meet your goals to get good grades. 
 

q  Plan summer activities for school, work, or community service. 
 

q  Use Naviance to locate college and financial aid information. 
 

q  Use the Naviance System to connect to colleges. 
 

q  Meet with your school counselors in the spring to plan which classes you will take 
during your junior year, including and Advanced Placement, Honors, and/or ROP 
classes. 

 

q  Add to your portfolio for a job or college.  Add to your resume on Naviance. 
 

q  Continue to stay involved in extracurricular activities. 
 

q  Continue to attend Student Support Period. 
 

q  Contact your Congressional Representative to apply for a military academy. 
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JUNIOR PLANNING CALENDAR 
 

q  See your counselor and review and modify your 4-year academic/career planning 
guide as needed.  (This planning guide (page 53) is a work in progress and will be 
modified if needed.) 

q  Make sure your fall and spring schedules of classes include career/college/major 
admission requirements. 

q  Work on your grades and seek help when needed.  Free tutoring is available at the 
high schools. 

q  Visit more schools and colleges and attend College Fairs.   

q  Sign up in September to take the PSAT in October. 

q  Review PSAT scores in December and find teachers or tutors to help you improve 
weak areas. 

q  Decide which Advanced Placement test you will take in May and register in March 
for spring ACT or SAT.  Take the ACT/SAT Reasoning late spring (May/June) 

q  Meet with your school counselor in the spring to check graduation requirements 
and enroll in your senior year classes, including Advanced Placement classes, 
college classes and/or ROP classes. 

q  Take Advanced Placement tests in May. 

q  Continue your extracurricular activities, sports, and volunteer work. 

q  Continue to attend Student Support Period. 

q  Identify staff who can write strong recommendation letters for you. 

q  Investigate financial aid from Federal, State, and private sources. 

q  Attend college representative meetings at your school, see College & Career 
Center. 

q  Go online for admission information to colleges and schools in the spring. 

q  In the summer, consider taking a college class, volunteer for community service, or work. 

q  Update your portfolio for a job or college application. 

q  Student athletes should apply online and submit official transcripts for grades 9-11 
to the NCAA Clearinghouse. (www.ncaaclearinghouse.net) 

   

q  Request teacher letters of recommendation in the spring to give teachers adequate 
time. 
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SENIOR PLANNING CALENDAR 
 

q  See your counselor to review and modify your 4-year academic/career planning 
guide if needed.  (This planning guide is a work in progress and will be modified 
as needed.) 

q  Continue your extracurricular, sports, and/or volunteer activities. 

q  Continue doing well in your classes and getting good grades. 
 

SEPTEMBER 

q  Attend college bound senior meetings in September. 

q  Schedule your senior conference with your counselor. 

q  Request letter of recommendation from counselor before November 1 and allow at 
least 2 weeks for your letter to be completed.  

q  Make sure your fall and spring schedules of classes include college/career/major 
admission requirements. 

q  Go online to Naviance and list the colleges you will be applying to. Begin your 
applications. 

q  Sign up for the ACT with writing or SAT Reasoning test, and SAT Subject tests 
required. 

q  Use Naviance to research college and financial aid information. 

q  Attend senior information sessions with counselors. 

q  Discuss ROP classes with your counselor. 

q  Check deadlines date(s) for early decision college applications. 
 

OCTOBER 

q  Attend College Fairs and make additional visits to college campuses. 

q  Finish your essay for college admission. 

q  Submit applications online for CSU schools. 

q  Begin submitting forms for private sources of financial aid. 
 

NOVEMBER 

q  Submit admission applications online to UC and/or CSU systems. 

q  Request recommendation letters from teachers and counselors. 

q  Have transcripts sent to requesting colleges. 

q  Send test scores to colleges using www.collegeboard.org  or www.act.org.  

q  Begin to send in private college/university applications. 
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DECEMBER 

q  Last month to take the ACT or SATs for UC/CSU.  Confirm dates with individual 
campuses. 

q  Attend financial aid nights with your parents. 

q  Visit college campuses during winter vacation. 
 

JANUARY 
 q  Go online to access Free Application for Federal Student Aid (www.fafsa.gov). 

Review the FAFSA form with your family and begin completing it. 
 

q  Inquire about learning opportunities like ROP or community college. 
 

q  If required by colleges, request 1st semester transcript be sent. 
 
 

FEBRUARY 

q  Pursue scholarship information and apply for those for which you are qualified. 
 

q  File FAFSA no later than March 2. 
 

q  Make sure that you send your GPA Verification Form for Cal Grants. 
 

q  Follow specific campus guidelines regarding college/university housing. 
 

q  Apply to community college; take placement exams. 
 
 

MARCH  

q  March 2 is the deadline for FAFSA,  CSS profile, and Calgrant applications. 
 

q  Begin to plan your summer work, school, or volunteer activities. 
 

q  Decide which Advanced Placement (AP) exams to take and sign up online or in 
the Activities & Athletics Center (AAC) at Agoura High or in the Counseling 
Office at Calabasas High. 

 
APRIL 

q  Register for summer classes at community colleges or ROP. 
 

q  Return intent to register forms to your chosen college before May 1st. 
 

q  Notify colleges you are not attending. 

q  Inform your counselor of your choice and update Naviance. 
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MAY 

q  ATHLETES: to play college athletics, you must be cleared by the NCAA.  
Remember to send a final transcript! 

q  Take EAP Examination if attending CSU or CC in the fall. 

q  Take Advanced Placement test(s). 
 

q  Register for summer programs at college campuses. 
 

q  Notify Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction’s secretary of awards to be 
included in the Senior Awards Assembly. 

q  Order your final transcript to your selected college. 

q  Return forms to the college of your choice for on-campus orientation programs. 

q  Submit official non-LVUSD transcripts to registrar. 

q  Thank those who helped you to succeed!! 

q  Plan for high school graduation. 
 
 

JUNE 

q  Congratulations graduate!! 

q  Begin summer job, school, or community service. 
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WHAT TYPES OF COLLEGES ARE 
AVAILABLE IN CALIFORNIA? 

 
 
California Community College (CCC) 
The California Community Colleges offer a wide range of academic and vocational 
courses leading to a variety of valuable certificates and degrees.  Students may also 
complete the first two years of a university education here earn an AA degree and then 
transfer to a college or university to receive a Bachelor’s Degree. (www.cccco.edu) 
 

 
California State University (CSU) 
This is the nation’s largest university system with 23 campuses and 409,000 students.  
Each campus has its own character, academic focus, and traditions.  CSU’s mission is to 
provide a high-quality education for the students of California.  It provides educational 
opportunities for all eligible students, prepares highly qualified candidates for the job 
market, and is responsive to the state’s changing needs. (www.csumentor.edu) 
 

 
University of California (UC)  
The university is housed on 10 campuses and serves 200,000 students.  It has an 
international reputation for academic excellence.  The faculty includes many award 
winning individuals who both teach and conduct original research in their area of 
expertise.  UC is committed to providing a place for all California applicants who are in 
the top 9% of high school graduates statewide. (www.ucop.edu/pathways) 
 

 
Independent Colleges and Universities 
California is home to almost 80 private colleges and universities.  Each school is unique 
allowing students to choose an environment and academic program that best suits their 
needs.  (www.aiccumentor.edu) 
 

 
Specialized Schools and Colleges 
The vocational sector of the higher educational system has over 3000 schools that grant 
certificates or Associate’s Arts Degrees.  Many of these have been in existence for over 20 
years and have thousands of graduates employed in related industries.  
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MOTIVATION FOR COLLEGE 
 

How can parents keep their children motivated about the benefits of a college education? 
 

• Take your child on field trips to local universities or colleges.   
This is a great way for students to see and become excited about attending college. 
 

• Communicate high expectations. 
Emphasize the importance of learning and education.  Stress the value of education.  
Studies have shown that when parents expect their children to do well in school they 
do! 
 

• Build a portfolio of your student’s high school work. 
This should include sample essays, artwork, math problems, videos, and computer 
programs.  Saving your child’s work shows that you care and serves to motivate him 
or her by documenting their creativity, accomplishments, and progress made toward 
the goal of a college education.  
 

• Explore the Student Friendly Services website. (www.californiacolleges.edu) 
This site provides students and parents with information about higher educational 
options in California.  It offers: 

- College exploration, including virtual campus tours, searches for campuses that 
meet specific criteria, and a student-campus matching capability. 

- Guidance and counseling, including information on financial aid and 
admissions planning for high school and transfer students. 

 
 
 
 
BE INFORMED of the courses and academic planning needed for college. 
BE INVOLVED by being your child’s best teacher. 
BE INSPIRED by your child’s achievements in preparing for college. 
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WEB RESOURCES 
 
 
NAVIANCE 
http://connection.naviance.com/agoura 
http://connection.naviance.com/calabasashs 
 
HOW DO I DECIDE WHERE TO APPLY? 
CollegeMatchmaker:  
http://apps.collegeboard.com/search/index.jsp 
 
College Search: http://www.petersons.com/college-search.aspx  
 
Counselor-O-Matic: 
http://www.princetonreview,com/college/research/advsearch/match.asp 
 
COLLEGE VISITS 
http://collegeboard.com/student/csearch/college-visits/index.html 
 
RANKINGS 
 
U.S. News & World Report: 
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/rankings/rankindex_brief.php 
 
WHAT DO EARLY ACTION AND EARLY DECISION MEAN? 
Explanation: 
http://wwwcollegeboard.com/student/apply/the-application/104.html 
 
Applying Early: 
http://www.petersons.com/common/article.asp?id=466&sponsor=1&path=ug.gs.advice 
 
I NEED ADVICE ON MY ESSAY AND INTERVIEW 
Essay Skills: 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/essay-skills/index.html 
 
Admission Essay: 
http://www.petersons.com/ugchannel/file.asp?id=915&path=ug.gs.admission 
 
Interview: 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/the-application/135.html 
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WHAT WILL THE SCHOOLS NEED AND WHEN WILL THEY NEED IT? 
Planning timelines: 
College Planning on the Agoura High School website: 
http://www.agourahighschool.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=119
&Itemid=924  
 
Senior Year Calendar: 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/the-application/23626.html  
 
College Application Checklist: 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/the-application/8435.html 
 
Letters of Recommendation: 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/the-application/119.html 
 
 
COLLEGE APPLICATION LINKS 
UC Application: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/undergrad_adm/apply_to_uc.html 
 
CSU application: 
http://www.csumentor.edu/AdmissionsApp/ 
 
Common Application Used by Many Private Colleges: 
http://www.commonapp.org/ 
 
Naviance 
 
I GOT INTO SEVERAL SCHOOLS.   
HOW DO I CHOOSE THE RIGHT ONE FOR ME? 
 
College Decision-making Guide: 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/letters-are-in/103,html 
 
ATHLETES 
NCAA: 
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net  
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COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAM SEQUENCE 
 
11TH GRADE October **PSAT  

(Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) 
      April  ACT (American College Test) with Writing 
   May  SAT Reasoning Test or 

 SAT Subject Area Tests  
(2-3 one-hour subject exams) 

June  ACT (American College Test) with Writing 
SAT Subject Area Tests  
(if not taken in May) 

    
12TH GRADE (repeat to improve score or take for first time) 
   September ACT 
   October ACT/SAT Reasoning 
   November  SAT reasoning or Subject Area Tests 

December ACT and/or SAT Reasoning or  
SAT Subject Area Tests 

[Check with your college to see if they accept scores from the 
October through December tests] 

 
- 9th graders in Honors Biology might consider taking the SAT Biology Subject Area test 
 
*10th graders in honors and/or advanced math courses should consider taking the PSAT 
in October of their 10th grade.  **11th graders MUST take the PSAT/NMSQT in October 
to be eligible to be considered for the National Merit Scholarship Program.  To be 
considered for National Merit awards, students must take the SAT. 
 
NOTE: University of California requires either SAT Reasoning or ACT with Writing  
AND strongly recommends 2 SAT Subject Area Tests of the student’s choice. 
 
California State Universities require either SAT Reasoning or ACT - Check with each 
campus because some campuses will accept a November SAT Reasoning Test while other 
campuses will accept an October SAT Reasoning Test but nothing later. 
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University and College 
Admissions 

 
In addition to the basic program of required courses for graduation at each grade level, 
students planning to attend a 4-year college must select their elective program to meet 
specific requirements of higher institutions in which they are interested.  These 
requirements vary from one institution to another.  Students are encouraged to research 
individual colleges or universities regarding their admission requirements by going to 
each college’s website and meet with counselor. Capable students, not having a particular 
school in mind, are urged to meet the admissions standards of the University of 
California.  (See next page) 
 
Please note that university admissions directors indicate chances for admission to the 
nation’s top institutions are enhanced by a strong school record that reflects demanding 
courses.  A strong high school course load is one of the factors that college admissions 
directors use to analyze candidates.  The degree of difficulty of the course load and the 
actual grades earned in the courses, along with strong SAT or ACT scores, determine 
admission. 
 
Additionally, participation in a well-managed extra-curricular program can help students 
develop constructive attitudes and useful skills.  Writing for the school newspaper, 
participation in Theater, and playing in musical organizations or on athletic teams can, if 
purposefully performed, contribute forcefully to the development of the characteristics 
that are valuable for the successful completion of a student’s college program. 
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MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 

University of California 
 

1. Specific Course Requirements 
 a. History - 2 years (20 credits): One year of United States History or one-half year 

of United States History and one-half year of American Government plus an 
additional unit of history required. 

 b. English I, II, III, IV - 4 years (40 credits) 
 c. Mathematics - 3 years (30 credits): Three years of mathematics (Algebra I, 

Geometry, and Algebra II) four years are recommended. 
 d. Laboratory Science - 2 years (20 credits): Two years of laboratory science 

providing fundamental knowledge in at least two of the three disciplines of 
biology, chemistry and physics. Three years recommended. 

 e. World Language - 2 years (20 credits): Two years of one world language. Three 
years recommended. 

 f. Visual & Performing Arts - 1 year (10 credits) UC approved course. 
 g. College Preparatory Electives - 1 year (10 credits): One year in addition to those 

required in “a-e” above, to be chosen from at least two of the following subject 
areas: History, English, Advanced Mathematics, World Language, Social Science, 
Fine Arts, and Laboratory Science.  Courses that qualify are identified with a P, 
HP or AP following the title on the Course Listings page. 

 h. Seven academic units (70 credits) must be taken in grade 11 and 12. 
 
 
2.   Scholarship Requirements 
 a. An applicant must have earned semester grades of “C” or better in all high school 

courses used to satisfy the “a - g” subject requirements.  Although 9th grade 
courses can be used to meet “subject requirements,” the grades earned are not 
used in computing the grade point average for the “scholarship requirement.”  
Only grades earned in “a - g” courses taken in grades 10 through 12 will be used 
to compute the grade point average for admission. 

 b. Grades earned in up to four units of courses designated Honors and/or Advanced 
Placement will be weighted so that A=5.0, B=4.0, and C=3.0.  This applies only 
to 11th and 12th grade Honors/AP courses taken during the 10th, 11th, and 12th 
grades. 

 
 
3.   Examination Requirements 

 a. Applicants must submit scores from either the SAT Reasoning  or the ACT with 
writing. 

 b. It is strongly recommended that students submit scores from two (2) SAT Subject 
Area Tests of the student’s choice.   
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
Subject Requirements 
Freshman Requirements - You will qualify for regular admission as a first-time freshman 
if you: 
 a. are a high school graduate 
 b. have a qualifiable eligibility index (see below), and 
 c. have completed with grades of “C” or better the courses in the   
  comprehensive pattern of college preparatory subject requirements (see  
  “Subject Requirements”). Courses must be completed by graduation, 12th  
  grade summer school is not an option.   
 
Eligibility Index - The eligibility index is the combination of your high school grade 
point average and your test scores on either the American College Test (ACT) or the 
Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT Reasoning).  Your grade point average is based on 
grades earned during your final three years of high school (excluding physical education) 
and bonus points for approved honors courses (see “Honors Courses” section).  Be sure 
to check individual campuses for exceptions. 
 
Subject Requirements - The California State University requires that first-time freshman 
applicants complete, with grades of “C” or better, a comprehensive pattern of college 
preparatory study totaling 15 units.   
A “unit” is one year of study in high school. 
 
 English I, II, III, IV - 4 units 
 

Mathematics - 3 units: Algebra, Geometry, and Intermediate Algebra or  
Algebra II 

 
Social Science - 2 units: including 1 unit, or a semester of U.S. History and 1 unit 
additional CSU approved Social Science 

 
Lab Science - 2 units: Including 1 biological science and 1 physical science.  

 (Be sure to check individual campuses for exceptions) 
 
 World Language - 2 units in the same language.    
 

Visual and Performing Arts - 1 unit: Art, Dance, Drama/Theater, Humanities or 
Music.  This does not have to be a college prep “P” level course. 

 
Electives - 1 unit: selected from English, Advanced Mathematics, Social Science, 
History, Laboratory Science, World Language, and Visual and Performing Arts. 
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Subject Requirements Substitution for Students with Disabilities - Disabled student 
applicants are encouraged to complete college preparatory course requirements if at all 
possible.  If an applicant is judged unable to fulfill a specific course requirement because 
of his or her disability, alternative laboratory courses may be substituted for specific 
subject requirements.  Students who are deaf and/or hearing impaired, blind and/or 
visually impaired, or have learning disabilities may in certain circumstances qualify for 
substitutions for the World Language, Laboratory Science, and Mathematics subject 
requirements.  Substitutions may be authorized on an individual basis after review and 
recommendation by the applicant’s academic adviser or guidance counselor in 
consultation with the Director of a CSU Disabled Student Services Program.  Although 
the distribution may be slightly different from the course pattern required of other 
students, students qualifying for substitutions will still be held to 15 units of college 
preparatory study.  Students should be aware that course substitutions may limit later 
enrollment in certain majors, particularly those involving Mathematics.  For further 
information and substitution forms, please call the Director of Disabled Student Services 
at your nearest CSU campus. 
 

Honors Courses - CSU awards additional points in grade point calculations for designated 
honors courses in approved subjects.  Up to eight semester courses taken in the 11th and 
12th grades can be accepted.  Each A=5, B=4, and C=3. 
 

Impacted Programs - CSU designates programs as impacted when more applications are 
received in the first month of the filing period than can be accommodated.  Some majors 
are impacted at every campus where they are offered; others may be impacted only at 
some campuses.  Applicants to impacted majors must file the application for admission 
during the first month of the filing period and meet supplementary admissions criteria.  If 
you are required to submit scores on either the SAT Reasoning or ACT, you should take 
the test no later than November, and in some cases, October if applying for fall 
admission. 
 

If you wish to be considered in impacted majors at two or more campuses, you must file 
an application to each.  If you apply by mail, the postmark will be used to determine if 
you filed in the first month.  Nonresident applicants are rarely admitted to impacted 
programs. 
 

The CSU announces each fall the majors that are impacted and the supplementary criteria 
required by the campuses.  That announcement is published online at the Cal State 
website www.csumentor.edu. Information about the supplementary criteria will also be 
given to program applicants. 
 

California State University Grade Calculations 
All college prep grades earned in all 10th through 12th grade courses except Physical 
Education will be used to compute the grade point average for admission.  Although 9th 
grade courses can be used to meet “subject requirements,” no grades earned in any 9th 
grade courses are used in computing the grade point average. 
 

Examination Requirement 
Applicants must submit scores from either the SAT Reasoning (Scholastic Assessment 
Test) or the ACT (American College Test). 
 

Website - www.csumentor.edu 
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
www.csumentor.edu 

    
 
ELIGIBILITY INDEX 
The eligibility index is a weighted combination of a student’s grade point average during 
the final three years of high school and a score on either the ACT or the Scholastic 
Assessment Reasoning Test.  Calculation of eligibility indices and required minimums 
for California high school graduates follow: 
 
  total SAT Reasoning score + 
  (800 x high school G.P.A.) = 2900 
                                      OR 
  (10 x total ACT score) + 
  (200 x high school G.P.A.) = 694 
 
Students with grade point averages of 3.00 or above (3.61 for nonresidents) may establish 
eligibility for admission without submitting test scores.  However, applicants are 
encouraged to take the SAT Reasoning or ACT because test scores may be included 
among the supplementary criteria used to determine admission to impacted campuses and 
programs. 
 
 
THE COMPLETE ELIGIBILITY INDEX TABLE IS AVAILABLE ON THE 
INTERNET SITE INDICATED ABOVE. 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 
There are no specific subjects, grade point average, or admission tests required for 
acceptance to a California public community college.  Students may be required, 
however, to take English and mathematics placement tests. 
 
Programs 
a. Associate Degree (transfer) 
 Two year programs in which students complete their freshman and sophomore years and then transfer 
 as juniors to a four year college/university. 
b. Associate Degree (terminal) - Two-year programs of general or specific occupational 
 preparation/training. 
c. Certificate Programs (terminal) – One-year programs of specific occupational preparation/training. 
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PRIVATE COLLEGES  
AND  

OUT-OF-STATE UNIVERSITIES 
 
Subject Requirements 
Although subject requirements may vary, general guidelines indicate that private colleges 
and out-of-state universities consider the quality and quantity of academic solids 
completed (English, Social Sciences, Mathematics, Science, and World Language), as 
well as other electives, extracurricular activities, community activities, and letters of 
recommendation. 
 
Scholarship Requirements 
Scholarship requirements at private colleges and out-of-state universities vary but may 
include the overall grade point average (9-12 or 10-12 grades), and be sure to check with 
the individual college and university. 
 
Examination Requirements 
 
 a. Applicants must submit scores from either 
  the SAT Reasoning or the ACT .   
  Applicants should check each college’s catalog to verify 
   which test is preferred/required. 
 b. Applicants might have to submit scores  
  from one or more SAT Subject Tests. 
 
Applicants should check each college’s catalog to check which, if any, of these tests are 
required.                
       
The hundreds of independent (privately supported) institutions in the United States have a 
wide range of characteristics.  Since the tuition is paid by the student rather than public 
tax dollars, the cost to the family is generally greater than the cost of a public university.  
Financial aid is available, based upon need. 
 
While some independent colleges are in the most competitive category admission, others 
are looking for students in the top half of the graduating class.  In addition to the typical 
admission requirements of subjects, grades, and test scores, the independent colleges 
often take a closer look at individual students by requiring letters of recommendation and, 
sometimes, personal interviews.  
 
There are great differences in size, educational purpose and emphasis among these 
institutions.  Some are large and offer both undergraduate and graduate programs; most 
are relatively small and offer students a personalized campus community life.  Some 
campuses may emphasize a particular vocation or religion.  Specific information about 
requirements and educational opportunities is available in the College and Career Center.  
The website for California’s independent colleges and universities is www.aiccu.edu. 
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NCAA ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
College Freshmen  [NCAA bylaw 5-1-(J)] 

www.ncaaeligibilitycenter.org      
NCAA Divisions I and II institutions have adopted certain academic requirements that 
must be met for a student to qualify for participation in intercollegiate athletics and for 
the receipt of athletically related financial aid as a freshman.  NCAA has established 
different requirements depending upon your year of graduation.  See your counselor for 
updated information or questions. 
 
 
 

LEARNING CENTER/TUTORING CENTERS 
Free tutoring and specialized lectures and presentations are provided in the Learning 
Center/Tutoring Centers in the Agoura and Calabasas High School Libraries.  Tutoring is 
by students and is available on a drop-in basis.   Contact your school for more 
information. 
 
 
 

STUDENT SUPPORT PERIOD 
Student Support Period is a time for students to meet with their teachers on a one-to-one 
basis for assistance.  Students may also use this time for counseling, test make-up, and 
other activities in their specific class schedule. 
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STUDY SKILLS 
Here are some tips for studying and doing a better job on your schoolwork. 
 
1. Know the rules and play by them.  Do you wonder what difference it makes if you 
 put your name in the upper left hand corner of the paper or the upper right hand 
 corner?  It might be the difference between an “A” and a “B”.  You can argue with 
 the umpire but it doesn’t change the call. 
 
2. Get organized.  Have your materials ready.  Use an organizer/reminder binder.  Have 
 a place to study.  Create a routine and stick with it.  Keep the backpack cleaned out 
 and your materials organized. 
 
3. Do the hardest work first.  Take your weakest subject or the work you find most 
 boring and do it first, while your brain cells are all on full power and your energy 
 level is high.  Save the easier work for later when you are less motivated. 
 
4. Form a study group.  Study with people who share the same academic goals or who 
 ask interesting questions in class.  Decide how long you will work and what you hope 
 to accomplish.  
 
5. Take quality notes.  Taking good notes is an art, and a difficult one at that.  The goal 
 is to summarize and show the most important information.  Review your class notes 
 as soon as possible after class. 

 
 Here are some tips: 

a. Put things in your own words. 
b. Don’t try to write down everything that a teacher says. 
c. Really listen to the teacher - focus on the main ideas. 
d. Use your own symbols for the real important parts. 
e. Try using an outline. 

 
6. Ask questions and get help when you need it.  There will always be someone at 
 school who can answer your questions, provide help, or point you in the right 
 direction.  Start with your teacher.  Needing help does not make you look foolish.  
 Refusing to ask for help does. 
 
7. Check the Web for additional information. 
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ORGANIZING YOUR TIME 

 
1. Do a time-use chart for a day or two. 

When did you get up? 
How long did it take you to get ready for school? 
How much time did you spend on the phone? 
How much time did you spend watching TV? 
How long did you spend on each homework assignment? 
Carry a notepad with you and write it all down.  You might want to try it with a 
friend. 

 
2. Analyze your time chart. 
 You want to get rid of as much wasted time as possible.  Pay special attention to 
 television; many students watch four hours a day!  It might help to sit down with a  
 friend or an adult to figure out how to use your time better. 
 
3. Create a new schedule and try it out. 
 Give it enough time to work.  You are breaking old habits and trying out new ones.  
 At the end of the week, analyze your efforts.  Did you get a little more done?  Did 
 you feel better about your work?  Did you feel a little more in control of your time?  
 If you answer yes to any of these questions, you probably should stick with your new 
 schedule. 
 
4. Keep a calendar. 
 The first three steps will help you plan your time each day.  But you also need to have 
 the bigger picture.  Do you have regular meetings?  Do you have a job or some other 
 commitment?  Is there a special activity coming up that will change your schedule?  
 Do you have big projects that need to be completed by a certain time?  Write these 
 dates on the calendar.  Also schedule time to prepare for big events. 
 
5. Plan ahead. 
 If you know that you have a big project with a deadline, plan ahead.  Plan on 
 finishing a few days early, in case something goes wrong and you need a little extra 
 time. 
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LISTENING SKILLS 

 
Listening is one of the most important skills you can develop to do better in school.   
 
Listening is the second most difficult skill.  Reading is the most difficult. 
 Concentrate on what is going on in class. 
 Formulate a good listening habit in class! 
 You CANNOT listen if you are talking. 
 
Before class - think about what class is going to be about. 

What are the main points that were covered in that subject last time the class met? 
Review what your assignment was for the class. 

 
During class - relate what you have already learned to what is being taught. 

Did your homework have anything to do with the subject being discussed? 
Did your reading have anything to do with the subject? 
Does your general knowledge provide any information about the subject being 
taught? 
Concentrate on the subject being taught. 
Take notes on the main points. 
 
 

After class - review your notes and think about what was covered in class. 
You might rewrite your notes. 
You might underline or highlight important ideas and vocabulary in your notes. 

 
If you have a choice - try to sit near the front of the class.  You can usually listen better 
and focus more easily if you are in the front of the classroom. 
 
Learn to actively listen -  
 Good listening means you are paying attention. 
 Try to hear what is being said, not what you want to hear. 
 Think "around" the topic and "between the lines." 
 Relate what is being said to what you already know. 
 What is the main point? 
 What is likely to be on the test? 
 What is the teacher going to say next? 

Listen carefully to what is said about an assignment and write it down right away. 
 
Don't confuse hearing with listening - Listening means actively paying 
attention to what is being said and doing something about it! 
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TEN HOMEWORK TIPS 
 

1. Use an assignment book. 
2. Write each assignment down when it is given. 
3. Ask your teachers questions to make sure you understand the assignment. 
4. Take home everything that you need to do your homework - books, notebook, and 

assignment book. 
5. Plan time to do your homework. 
6. Find a quiet place to do your homework where you have good light, a straight chair, 

and a table or desk. 
7. Do your homework neatly so your teacher can read it. 
8. Check your homework to make sure it is correct and complete.  Have your parents 

check it too! 
9. Put your homework where you will be sure to pick it up in the morning and take it to 

school. 
10. Turn in all homework ON TIME. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR PARENTS 
How to Instill Academic Integrity in Your Son or Daughter 

 
• Talk to your children about what it means to have integrity. 
• Emphasize and demonstrate that you value integrity over grades. 
• Reward an honest effort even if it does not produce "A" work. 
• Make sure your children understand that you do not expect perfection, only that they 

do their best! 
• Mark a calendar with the dates of your children's exams, and make sure that they start 

studying several nights before each test. 
• Do not do your children's homework for them; provide guidance, not answers, if 

asked. 
• Monitor your children's time on the computer; block common term paper supply 

websites using the parental controls available through your internet service provider 
or software designed for this purpose. 

• Check your children's assignments before they turn them in. 
• If your child is caught cheating, take immediate disciplinary action; also find out why 

they cheated and take steps to remedy the situation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


